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and British Ministers talked of resisting the pretensions of Russia " even at the cost of war." Finally, they decided to follow the general example, and obtained from China the lease of Wei-Hai-Wei on the opposite side to Port Arthur on the Gulf of Chih-lL The Chinese were helpless, but after Russia and Germany had planted themselves in important positions on their coast, they were not unwilling that Great Britain should come in to check the other two.
These events led to the great resurgence of national feeling in China which found vent in the Boxer Rebellion of 1900, when savage retaliations took place and China was for nearly six weeks cut off from communication with the outside world. For a time it was believed that the Pekin legations had been stormed and their inmates slaughtered, but though this proved to be untrue there was savagery enough to lead to further savagery when an international force appeared on the scene to restore order., The German contingent had been instructed by the Kaiser to " behave like Huns " and " show no mercy," and they reflected this instruction in their conduct. The Russians flung 5000 Chinese—men, women and children —into the Amur at Blagoveschensk and left them to perish. Order was for a time restored, but the Powers, which in a temporary panic had joined forces in these proceedings, were left glowering at each other from their respective stations, and meditating the new moves which in the next five years were to revolutionize the situation in the Far East.
The Death of Gladstone
For a multitude the sun was darkened by the death of Mr, Gladstone on May 19, 1898. Controversy was stilled, while thousands filed past his body, which lay in state in Westminster Hall before its burial in Westminster Abbey. Party leaders vied with one another in their tributes to his power and influence. Lord Salisbury spoke of him as " a great example of which history hardly furnished a parallel of a great Christian man." Mr. Balfour said he was the " greatest member of the greatest deliberative Assembly the world had ever seen." All agreed that he had " kept the soul alive in England."the assumption that the whole of this important region
